
 

 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

ONE-YEAR PEER INTERNSHIP (PART-TIME: 10 HOURS\WEEK) 
 

 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
The Law Foundation of Silicon Valley is seeking a Staff Attorney for Mental Health Advocacy 
Project’s (MHAP) Patients’ Rights Unit. MHAP’s goal is to empower people identified as having a 
mental health or developmental disability to live more independent, secure and satisfying lives 
through the enforcement of their legal rights and the advancement of their social and economic 
well-being.  MHAP helps clients resolve problems in the areas of mental health and treatment, 
housing and financial benefits. 
 
The Law Foundation of Silicon Valley advances the rights of under-represented individuals and 
families in our diverse community through legal services, strategic advocacy, and educational 
outreach.  The Law Foundation advances justice through its comprehensive legal services and 
advocacy programs.  In addition to Mental Health Advocacy Project, the Law Foundation operates 
Legal Advocates for Children & Youth, Health Legal Services, Fair Housing Law Project and Public 
Interest Law Firm.  
 
Now with over 80 employees, the Law Foundation is the largest provider of free legal services in 
the South Bay.  Located in downtown San Jose, the Law Foundation is a dynamic and interesting 
place to work.  We pride ourselves on fostering a work environment that is motivating, 
collaborative and fun, with plenty of opportunities for professional growth.  The Law Foundation 
believes in providing the highest quality of legal representation to its clients.   
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
The Peer Intern will be someone who is familiar with the mental health system through firsthand 
experience and who wants to assist other mental health consumers facing legal issues in the areas 
of housing, public benefits, and/or mental health care and treatment.  The Peer Intern will spend 
much of her\his time out in the field outreaching to potential clients and people who would 
benefit from legal information and assistance.  Other duties may include data entry and client 
intake.  The schedule for this part-time position is flexible, but likely two days per week, five hours 
per day.  The duration of the internship is approximately one year from the date of hire. 

 
DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS: 
1.  Experience in the mental health care system in Santa Clara County, or elsewhere; 
2.  Desire to help other mental health consumers; 
3.  Good interpersonal and communication skills; 
4.  Experience working with diverse people, cultures and communities a plus; 
5.  Experience working with people in mental health crisis helpful, but not required; 
6.  Some experience with computers helpful, but not required; 
7.  Bilingual (Spanish or Vietnamese) skills desired but not required. 



 
 
COMPENSATION 
The pay for this position is $18.00 per hour.  The position is also eligible for additional bilingual pay 
of $100.00 per month.  The position does not include benefits.  The Peer Intern cannot be a 
recipient of MHAP services during the internship. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
To apply please submit cover letter, resume and reference information via email: 
jobs@lawfoundation.org.  Applicants will be notified if an interview is to be scheduled.   No phone 
inquiries, please. 
 
The Law Foundation is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Affirmative Action Employer.  We 
encourage people of color, women, people living with disabilities, older people, and lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender people to apply.  It is the policy of the Law Foundation to prohibit 
discrimination and harassment of any type and to afford equal employment opportunities to 
employees and applicants, without regard to race, color, ethnicity, ancestry, religion, age, sex, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, pregnancy, medical condition or genetic 
information, veteran status, national origin, disability, marital or other protected status.  The 
Law Foundation will conform to the spirit, as well as the letter of all applicable laws and 
regulations. 
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