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FAMILY SETTLES DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION CLAIM

Landlord pays $98,000 after refusing to rent because of tenant’s obesity.
SAN JOSE, CA – August 24, 2010 –  In the spring of 2008, Fair Housing Law Project (FHLP) clients Ana, Tim, and Anita Delgadillo were homeless and looking for housing using a Section 8 Voucher.  Ana has diabetes and is completely blind, and her husband, Tim, is disabled due to his obesity.  After several months of intensely looking, the family found the perfect home.  The home was three bedrooms, located on one floor, within their price range, and within walking distance to their teenage daughter, Anita’s, high school where she wanted to attend her senior year.  

Initially, the landlords told the family that they would rent to them, and were very sympathetic to the family's plight.  That all changed when they met Tim Deldagillo and saw he was disabled as well.  The landlords told him that they were concerned about his weight condition, and that the home was not equipped for a man of his size.  They refused to accept the deposit and said that they were concerned about the need for accommodations.  The family was devastated.
After the refusal, the family was homeless for another month, until they found far inferior housing.  It is a town home on two floors, with all bedrooms on the upstairs floor.  Ana has fallen several times on the stairs, and Tim has to climb on his hands and knees to get to and from his room.  It is also located far from friends, family, and other support networks, and in a different school district, far from Anita’s friends.  
The landlords are to pay $98,000 in damages and attorney fees.  In addition, the landlords are required to not discriminate in the future on the basis of disability, to inform all tenants and potential tenants of their non-discrimination policy, and take classes concerning non-discrimination in housing.

Fair Housing Law Project is a project of the Law Foundation of Silicon Valley, located in downtown San Jose, serving the Silicon Valley.

A copy of the complaint is available on the Law Foundation’s website 
(http://www.lawfoundation.org/documents/Delgadillo_1_ComplaintFHLP.pdf)
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